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Operational Services 

Food Services 1 

Good nutrition shall be promoted in the District’s meal programs and in other food and beverages that 

are sold to students during the school day. The Superintendent shall manage a food service program 

that complies with this policy and is in alignment with School Board policy 6:50, School Wellness. 

Food or beverage items sold to students as part of a reimbursable meal under federal law must follow 

the nutrition standards specified in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture rules that implement the National 

School Lunch and Child Nutrition Acts. Schools being reimbursed for meals under these laws are 

participating schools. 2 

The food service program in participating schools shall comply with the nutrition standards specified 

in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture’s Smart Snacks rules when it offers competitive foods to students on 

the school campus during the school day.3 Competitive foods are all food and beverages that are 

offered by any person, organization or entity for sale to students on the school campus during the 

school day that are not reimbursed under programs authorized by federal law.4 The food service 

programs in participating schools shall also comply with any applicable mandates in the Illinois State 

Board of Education’s School Food Service rules implementing these federal laws and the Ill. School 

Breakfast and Lunch Program Act. 5 

 
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content. Districts that participate in programs under the National School 

Lunch Act and Child Nutrition Acts must establish policies and procedures as are necessary to ensure compliance with 7 

C.F.R. §210.1(b). 

The Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE) limits the sale of competitive food and beverages sold to students on the 

school campus of any school that participates in the School Breakfast Program or the National School Lunch Program. 23 

Ill.Admin.Code §305.15(a). 

This policy’s first sentence provides an opportunity for a school board to consider goals for the food service program 

and, if appropriate, amend the sentence. For example, a board may want to address the role of parents, alignment with 

curriculum, or the purpose of vending machines. 

2 7 C.F.R. Parts 210 & 220. 

3 Russell B. National School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. §1751 et seq., as amended by the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 

2010 (P.L. 111-296); 7 C.F.R. §210.11(c). 

4 7 C.F.R. §210.11(a)(2); 23 Ill. Admin. Code §305.5. 

5 105 ILCS 125/5.5, added by P.A. 102-761, requires districts that participate in the National School Lunch Program to 

provide a plant-based school lunch option that complies with federal nutritional standards to those students who submit a 

prior request to the district for the option. Districts may, but are not required to, incorporate a plant-based option into their 

planned menu as a means of compliance. See ISBE’s Dietary Accommodations guidance, at: www.isbe.net/Documents/K-

Accommodations.pdf. 

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/K-Accommodations.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/K-Accommodations.pdf
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All revenue from the sale of any food or beverages sold in competition with the School Breakfast 

Program or National School Lunch Program to students in food service areas during the meal period 

shall accrue to the nonprofit school lunch program account. 6 

LEGAL REF.: 42 U.S.C. §1751 et seq., Russell B. National School Lunch Act. 

42 U.S.C. §1771 et seq., Child Nutrition Act of 1966. 

7 C.F.R. Parts 210 (National School Lunch Program) and 220 (School Breakfast 

Program). 

105 ILCS 125/, School Breakfast and Lunch Program Act. 

23 Ill.Admin.Code Part 305, School Food Service. 

CROSS REF.: 4:130 (Free and Reduced-Price Food Services), 6:50 (School Wellness) 

 
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

6 This paragraph addresses the federal requirements for competitive food in 7 C.F.R. §210.11(b). This rule requires 

state agencies (ISBE) and/or [school districts] to “establish such policies and procedures as are necessary to ensure 

compliance with [the federal rules]. State agencies and/or [school districts] may impose additional restrictions on 

competitive foods….” ISBE’s implementing rule, 23 Ill.Admin.Code §305.15(d), imposes additional restrictions by 

requiring “the revenue from any food or beverage meeting the competitive food standards sold to students in food service 

areas during the meal period accrue to the nonprofit school lunch program account.” 
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